Spiritual Growth

70% of young adults ages 23-30 who attended a Protestant church twice a month or more for at least a year in high school stopped attending church regularly for at least a year between ages 18-22.  A 70% dropout rate is heart breaking. Students site judgmental church members, moving to college, work responsibilities, busyness, and simply wanting a break as reasons for leaving church. *
Young adults who stay active in church during their college years do so because church helps guide their decisions, the pastor’s sermons are relevant, and at least 1 adult from church has made a significant investment in them personally and spiritually between the ages of 15 and 18.*
We must pray! We must pray for the 70% who will leave.  Some students are considering leaving right now. Some didn’t mean to leave but are recognizing that it’s been a while since they attended church. Your prayers and a simple note or call will mean much in a college student’s life. 

We must pray for the 30% of once involved college aged adults who will stay involved in church. Much growth takes place in a young adult’s life between high school graduation and college graduation.  A growing relationship with Christ is crucial as students are making life changing decisions during these years. Pray for collegians who seek to take their relationship with God to the next level.

“It is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.” Philippians 2:13  Pray for those students who desire God to work in their lives and for those who do not.

*To read the entire study on the church dropout rate, go to www.lifewayresearch.com.

